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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 5831 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORLEUS 

SUBJ: IV GRANT FOR WALID JUMBLATT 
REF: (A) BEIRUT 2957, (B) STATE 148792 

1 . WE BELIEVE THAT AN IV GRANT FOR WALID JUMBLATT TO VISIT 
THE U.S. SHOULD BE PRIORITY ITEM IN OUR CU PROGRAM FOR THE 
FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A. SINCE THE ASSASSINATION OF HIS FATHER IN MARCH, 1977, 

WALID HAS EMERGED AS THE KEY LEADER IN LEBANON'S POLITICALLY 
IMPORTANT DRUZE COMMUNITY; 

B. WALID HAS INHERITED THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS FATHER'S 
POPULAR SOCIALIST PARTY (PSP) AND IS AN INFLUENTIAL POLITICAL 
FIGURE IN THE LEBANESE LEFT; 

C. WALID IS A YOUNG MAN (29) WHOSE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 
HAS NOT YET JELLED. HE IS OPEN TO NEW IDEAS AND INFLUENCES. 

D. WALID IS A GRADUATE OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF 

BEIRUT (AUB) BUT HAS NEVER VISITED THE U.S. AND WOULD VERY MUCH 
LIKE TO DO SO. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE HAS VISITED THE SOVIET 
UNION THREE TIMES AND IS ASSIDUOUSLY COURTED BY THE 
COMMUNISTS. 
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2. ALTHOUGH WALID IS THE SCION OF ONE OF LEBANON’S 
PRINCIPAL FEUDAL FAMILIES, HE APPEARS BE GENUINELY SHORT 
OF FUNDS AND IS IN ANY CASE UNLIKELY TO MAKE A TRIP TO 
THE U.S. UNLESS HE IS OFFICIALLY INVITED BY THE USG. 

ALTHOUGH SUCH AN INVITATION MAY, AS SUGGESTED REF B, 

RAISE SOME QUESTIONS HERE FROM THE LEADERS OF LEBANON’S 
MANY OTHER POLITICAL FACTIONS, WE BELIEVE THIS POTENTIAL 
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PROBLEM IS MANAGEABLE AND IS OUTWEIGHED BY THE IMPORTANCE 
OF HAVING WALID JUMBLATT VISIT THE UNITED STATE UNDER 
U.S. AUSPICES. 

3. GIVEN THE PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION IN LEBANON, 

IT IS UNLIKELY THAT WALID WOULD BE ABLE TO SPEND MORE 
THAN TWO-THREE WEEKS AWAY FROM BEIRUT. FOREMOST ON 
HIS MIND DURING HIS VISIT WOULD BE CALLS ON SENIOR U.S. 
OFFICIALS AND MEETINGS WITH DRUZE COMMUNITIES IN THE U.S. 

IT WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL FOR HIM TO MEET WITH U.S. SENATE 
AND HOUSE MEMBERS INTERESTED IN MID EAST AFFAIRS AND TO 
VISIT UNIVERSITIES WHICH EMPHASIZE MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE ASAP IF DEPT 
CONCURS IN AND CAN FUND THIS IV SO THAT WE CAN APPROACH 
WALID JUMBLATT WITH AN INVITATION. 

PARKER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Nov-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BEIRUT05831 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770435-0075 

Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 9771 128/aaaaaxep. tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: e636a413-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION CU 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BEIRUT 2957, 77 STATE 148792 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 482174 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IV GRANT FOR WALID JUMBLATT 
TAGS: PFOR, OEXC, LE, US, (JUMBLATT, WALID) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e636a413-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



